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Karamanli Turkish 


Karamanli Turkish (Turkish: Karamanli Tiirkgesi, Greek: 
KapapavAf|5tKa, romanized: Karamanlidika), is both a form of written 
Turkish and a dialect of Turkish spoken by the Karamanlides, a 
community of Turkish-speaking Ortho dox Christians in Ottoman 
Turkey. While the official Ottoman Turkish was written in the 
Arabic script, the Karamanlides used the Greek alphabet for writing 
their form of Turkish. Karamanli Turkish had its own literary 
tradition and produced numerous published works in print in the 
19th century, some of them published by Evangelinos Misailidis, by 
the Anatoli or Misailidis publishing house (Misailidis 1986, p. 134). 

Karamanli writers and speakers were expelled from Turkey as part 
of the Greek-Turkish population exchange of 1923. Some speakers 
preserved their language in the diaspora. The writing form stopped 
being used immediately after the Turkish state adopted the Latin 
alphabet. 

A fragment of a manuscript written in Karamanli was also found in 
the Cairo GenizaJ 2 ^ 

Media 


There was a Karamanli Turkish newspaper, Anatoli, published from 
1850 to 1922,^ made by Evangelinos Misailidis. Other publications 
in Karamanli were Anatol Ahteri, Angeliaforos, Angeliaforos 
coguklar igun , §afak , and Terakki. The second and third 
were created by the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. Demetrius Nicolaides also applied 
to make his own Karamanli publication, Asya ("Asia"), 
but was denied; he instead made an Ottoman Turkish 
newspaper called Servet. Evangelina Baltia and Ayse 
Kavak, authors of "Publisher of the newspaper 
Konstantinoupolis for half a century," wrote that they 
could find no information explaining why Nicolaides' 
proposal was turned down J 4 ' 

Further reading 

■ Evangelia Balta, Karamanli Yazmsal Mirasmm 
Ocaklarinda Madencilik, 2019, Yapi Kredi 
Yayinlari. (in Turkish) 

■ —, 19. Yuzyil Osmanlica ve Karamanlica Yaymlarda Ezop’un Hayati ve Masallari (prep.), 
2019, Libra Kitap. 

■ —, Karamanlica Kitaplar Qbzumlemeli Bibliyografya Cilt 1:1718-1839 (Karamanlidika 
Bibliographie Analytique Tome I: 1718-1839), 2018, Turkiye \§ Bankasi Kultur Yayinlari. 



An inscription in Karamanli Turkish on the 
entrance of the former Greek Orthodox church of 
Agia Eleni in Sille, near Konya. 


Karamanli Turkish 

Karamanlica - Karamanli 
Tiirkgesi 

Native to 

Greece, Bulgaria, 

North Macedonia, 
Romania, Turkey 

Era 

19th century; possibly 
maintained in the 
diaspora 

Language 

family 

Turkic 

■ Oghuz 

- Turkish 

■ Karamanli 

Turkish 

Writing 

system 

Greek 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

- 

Glottolog 

karal469 (http://glot 

tolog.org/resource/la 
nguoid/id/karal469 )[■*■! 





































—, Gergi Rum isek de, Rumca Bilmez Turkge Sozleriz: Karamanlilar ve Karamanlica Edebiyat 
Ozerine Aragtirmalar, 2012, Turkiye i§ Bankasi Kultur Yayinlari. 
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